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THE TIE that binds 
April 2011 

1241 Poquonnock Road, Groton, Connecticut 06340 

860-445-6126 

www.pbbcgroton.org 

Walk with us through Holy Week… 
 

Sunday, April 17th 

Blessing of Palms and Palm Sunday  

Procession Worship service at 9:30 am 
 

Thursday, April 21st 

Maundy Thursday 

Supper and Service at Old Mystic Baptist 

Church, 6:00 pm Sign up in the Lounge if you 

plan to attend 
 

Friday, April 22nd 

Good Friday 

MAEC Hunger Walk (material in Lounge) 

Worship service here in our sanctuary at noon 
 

Sunday, April 24th 

Easter Morning 

Worship Celebration at 9:30 am 
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PASTORS NOTES: 

Baptism Class and New Members 

Our Baptism class is meeting and we are planning to  

celebrate Believer’s Baptism  during the Sunday morning 

worship service on Sunday, May 15th. We will also be  
extending the Right Hand of Fellowship to these and any 

other new members. If you are interested in joining the 
church, through baptism, transfer of letter or profession 

of faith, and would like to be a part of this membership 
class, please speak to Pastor Claudine as soon as possible. 

We look forward to these very special occasions! 

 
America for Christ Offering 

During the month of April we will be receiving our America 
for Christ Offering. This offering of our American Baptist 

Churches USA supports Christ-centered ministries that 

touch lives and transform people across the United States 
and Puerto Rico - through evangelism training, camps and 

conferences, church renewal and discipleship resources, 
volunteer disaster response plus initiatives that fight pov-

erty and so much more. Your gifts from Bread and Broth 
will be added to this offering, and together we ill make a 

difference in the world! Envelopes can be found in pew 

racks, and coin boxes are available in the Lounge. 
 

ABCCONN Annual Gathering 

Delegates to the American Baptist Churches of CT will 

gather this year on Saturday, April 30th at Iglesia Unida 

el Calvario, New Haven. Would you like to attend? We 
 celebrate the many years Eleanor Burke attended these 

gatherings and served the regional family on our behalf.  
She will be greatly missed.  
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 Mystic Area Ecumenical Council 

announces our 30th “Good Friday Walk” 

Friday, April 22nd, 2011 
 

Sponsored by the MAEC, last year’s Good Friday walk 

raised $4,300.00 of which $3,200.00 went to SHAR-
ING, Inc. (SHARING, Inc.’s main concern is to help 

support education avenues such as schools, libraries and 

food co-ops in rural areas where they are less able to 
raise money to meet their urgent needs as a result of 

poverty and racism.) and the remaining balance was dis-

tributed to local organizations in need.  

Most people are working on Good Friday so it is hard to 
get people to commit to this walk. Our GOAL is to have 

more walkers because the route is safer. This is a walk, 

no bicycles, roller blades, or skateboards are allowed. 
And stations of the cross are viewable along the route. 

Registration is from 7:00 am till 9:00 am in the parish 

hall of the Mystic Congregational Church. Walking over 

the Mystic bridge to Gravel Street, Eldridge, Pearl, Starr 
onto River Road and to the Old Mystic Methodist 

Church and back. 

All walkers must report back to the Congregational 
Church and be finished by noon. This is so that we may 

attend services which are offered on this sacred day.  

Please show support of this walk by communicating this 

information to your friends and families.  
Please see the registration information in the Lounge.  



4 

 

 

  
 

Birthdays! 

 
April 
01-Irving Hiller 

05-Bette Brustolon 
08-Anita Nelson 

10-Reese Friedman 

10-Mark Mundell 
17-Stephen Morotn 

18-Liz Rousseau 

21-Wilfred Vars 

22-Ernest Shafer 
 

 

    May 
    05-Frances Walsh 
    12-Eleanor Cebriwsky 

    15-Andrew Dellarco 

    16-Harry Curry 
    21-Mei Ling Liu 

    23-Gayle 

Donahue 

    23-Jeff 
Land 

         29-Derek Bianchi 
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   April Ministers: 
 

Communion: Prepare: Pete Wong, Peg Straub         

              Serve: Darrell Tootell, Pete Wong 

                                     Peg Straub, Marilyn Baird 

               Assist Pastor:  Belle Jordan 

Lay Leaders: 

03-Holly Mulvihill 

10-Richard Tourjee 

17-Bobbi Morton 

24-Irving Hiller 

 

            May Ministers: 
 

Communion: Prepare: Catherine Hiller, Irving Hiller 

                          Serve:  Irving Hiller, Peg Straub 

                                       Clyde Myers, Catherine Hiller 

                   Assist Pastor: Jon Hiller 

Lay Leaders: 

01-Jackie Dorobkowski           Candle Lighters: 

18-Barbara Brant            Ackley, Mackenzie 

15-Pat Tootell                             Bassett, Nick 

22-Jon Hiller                            Bianchi, Derek 

29-Pete Wong             Butler, Heidi 

     Butler, Noelle 

     Greene, Adam 

     Greene, Matthew 

     Lewis, Alex 

     Pasqualini, Kaitlyn 

    Pezzolesi, Gianni 
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Fundraiser for PBBC 
 

Radio City Music Hall  
Christmas Spectacular!!! 

 
We are thinking of having a bus trip to  

New York City to see the  
Radio City Christmas Spectacular! 

It would be on Saturday, December 10th and 
we would plan to leave from the church at 7:00 
am and returning to PBBC at around 10:00 pm 

(leaving NYC at 7:30 pm).  
The cost will be approximately $90.00 per person. 
This includes bus transportation and tickets to 
Radio City. A $45.00 deposit would be due on 

May 15th and will be non-refundable, unless you 
can fill your seat.  

We are trying to get an estimate of how many 
people will be interested before we commit to 

purchasing the tickets. Group tickets go on sale 
the beginning of April so if we want decent seats 

(not in the nose bleed section) we have to act 
quickly.  

This is not only a great trip to get you in the 
wonderful spirit of Christmas but it also makes a 
wonderful gift - either to take family or friends 

along - or to purchase for them. If you are 
 interested, please sign up on the sign up sheet in 

the Lounge.  
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Church Council Meeting 

March 7th, 2011 

Minutes of February 7th were corrected to read “$3000 was de-

posited into the Ameriprise Account” rather than $2000.  

Financial Reports for February: 

Financial Secretary: General Fund deposit: $7801.10 

           Mission Fund deposit: $503.00 

           Memorial Fund: 

Treasurer: Disbursements: $10,346.05  

      Monthly Balance: -$2544.74 

      Checking Account: $20.00 

Benevolence Treasurer: Mar. offering $56.00  

   Expenditures: none  

   Balance: $832.42 

Deacon and Committee Reports: 

Worship/Membership: Arrangements for Lenten services and 

the Bread & Broth series have been made. 

Education/Discipleship: No report. 

Mission/Outreach:  
*Preparations of Health/School Kits for overland/overseas mis-

sions has begun. Belle moved that the cost for purchasing the 

contents of these kits and their postage costs totaling $200, be 

covered by monies from the Benevolence Fund. She cited the nu-

merous requests that are being made upon the congregation for 

benevolent giving at this time as the reason for doing so. The mo-

tion was seconded and following discussion, it was unanimously 

approved. 

*Darrell reported on his conversation with Mr. Feinstein concern-

ing the Foundation Grants for Hunger project. He learned that the 

recipient of our food donations, the Groton Food Locker, must be 

the agency that applies for the grant. Darrell informed Groton Hu-

man Services of this information and they will follow up on the 

paperwork. 

*Ten baby prayer shawls were given to Groton Human Services 

to be distributed to new mothers. 

Buildings/Grounds: 

*Sanctuary exterior windows: 

 Question was raised whether the tops of the windows will  
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be wrapped. Yes. 

 Will they be caulked? Yes. 

 One concern was raised concerning workmanship and Ted 

said he will address that issue with Mr. Dapp. 

It was noted that we do not have an actual contract with Mr. 

Dapp, only the estimate that he gave us in 2009 for the same pro-

ject. Pete will construct a new contract that includes all our ex-

pectations. He will also obtain proof of the contractor’s liability 

insurance and his business license. 

 Pews have been repaired.  

 Bulbs on third floor have been replaced. There seems to 

be a ballast problem in one light that will be referred to Ron. 

Also, one sanctuary fluorescent probably needs replacing. 

Stewardship/Finance: No report. 

Pastoral Relations: No report. 

Hospitality: Committee will be taking care of setting up for the 

Bread & Broth evenings. 

Old Business: Belle emphasized the need for more help at the 

Spring Tag Sale, both on the says of the sale and the preceding 

weeks in setting up. 

New Business: Pat asked the council’s approval for holding a 

Spring Plant Sale as a fund raiser. She would like to do it in coop-

eration with Pequot Plant Farm in mid-May. It was moved, sec-

onded and approved with the first choice date being May 21st. 

 Dick reported on two requests from Groton Lion’s Club. 

1) use PBBC facility for a public supper to raise funds for the 

benevolent projects. Not knowing their needs or expectations 

it was decided that before making a decision Dick should 

meet with Ms. Searle on site to see if our facility would meet 

their needs.  

2) Place a sign on our front lawn publicizing the Lion’s Club 

“Rose Sale” that benefits the campaign against children’s cys-

tic fibrosis. General discussion was negative feeling that per-

mission for one cause may lead to other requests or even use 

without permission. No formal decision was made.  

Next Meeting: April 3rd at 6:30 pm 

 

Catherine Hiller, Clerk 
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Spring Tag Sale!  

 
May 6th and 7th  

9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Itõs that time of year again! While youõre stuck in 

the house doing some Spring cleaning, keep us in 

mind! We are collecting clean clothes, linens, 

household goods, crafts, toys, jewelry, shoes, 

tapes, movies, cdõs, tools, books, small furniture 

and other knick -knacks, just about everything 

else! Please no computers or monitors. In order to 

make this a successful sale we need LOTS of  

donations! Spread the word to friends and  

 family! We will pick up items if needed!  

Call the church (860 -445-6126) or speak to 

 Belle Jordan and Betty Land!  
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Church Council Meeting 

April 4th, 2011 

Financial Reports for March: 

Financial Secretary: General Fund deposit:  $14,539  (includes 

$1100 gift to “Building Maintenance   Fund” and $5000  

borrowed from the Memorial Fund) 

   Mission Fund deposit: $633      

   Memorial Fund:  

 

Treasurer:  Disbursements: $9561.69   monthly balance $4977.43   

         

Benevolence Treasurer: Mar. offering $19   Expenditures: $230

    Bal. $622.44 

Pastor’s Report: 

¶ Prayer requests were made for Lily Lehner and Marilyn 

Benson’s Aunt Diane. 

¶ ABCCONN Annual Meeting – April 30 in New Haven 

¶ Maundy Thursday - 4/21, 6 p.m.@ Old Mystic Baptist. 

Soup supper and Communion. 

¶ Good Friday – 4/22. Noon @ PBBC 

¶ Easter Sunday – 4/24. Donations may be made to Gen-

eral Fund in lieu of flowers. The Hespelers will provide 

chancel arrangements. 

¶ Baptism Class consists of 5 youth and 1 adult. Baptism 

and Right Hand of Fellowship will be held on May 15. 

Special Business Meeting to vote on memberships will be 

on May 8. 

¶ Youth in grades 6-9 will be going on the weekend at St. 

John the Devine Cathedral, NYC on May 20 and 21. 

¶ Youth Co-op Sunday when youth lead worship – May 29 

¶ Heifer International Weekend for Youth Co-op will be 

June 3-5. 

¶ Children’s Day and Church Picnic – June 12 

Deacon and Committee Reports: 

Worship/Membership- Ted agreed to procure palms for use on 

Palm Sunday. 

Education/Discipleship: It was moved, seconded and voted to 

provide camperships for youth attending Camp Wightman this  
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summer. Camperships will be at the rate of 70% of camp cost for the 
first camp attended. If a youth attends a second camp the  
campership will be 60% of the cost. 
Mission/Outreach: Nineteen health Kits and fourteen School Kits were 

sent to Church World Service. 
Buildings/Grounds:  

¶ A loose pew on the So Road Side of sanctuary was reported.  

¶ Nativity crèche has been repaired. 

¶ A contract and proof of liability insurance has been received 
from John Bapp who is covering the sanctuary windows with 
aluminum. Ted will contact Mr. Bapp to see if all the metal has 
been formed. If so, he will ask the Memorial Fund treasurer 

(Jon Hiller) for the second check due Mr. Bapp. Pete will fol-
low up on the question of his contractor’s license. 

¶ It was noted that the H2O is running too hot. Various remedies 
were discussed. Ron will investigate a tankless hot water regulator that 
would service both floors without impacting on the furnace. 

Stewardship/Finance:  No report. 
 
Pastoral Relations: No report. 

 

Hospitality:  Committee will acquire a cake to honor the candidates on 
Baptism Sunday May 15 
 

Old Business:  

¶ Lion’s Club request for use of church: In conversation with 
Mrs. Searle it was determined that the plans required much 
more space than we can offer. The request was denied. 

¶ Plant Sale: May 21 at PBBC in conjunction with Pequot Plant 
Farm. 

New Business:  

¶ Set-up of Purple Room for Tag Sale: Thursday, April 14, 
 9:00 a.m.  

¶ General Clean-up Day at PBBC – Saturday, May 28. Inside 
and outside. 

 
Next Meeting: May 2nd at 6:30 pm 
 

Catherine Hiller, Clerk 
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Youth News From KNOB! 
 

Is there anything more precious than a loooooooong 
awaited SPRING?!?!? 

 
MAEC Choir Festival Fri April 1 thru Sun 3. Concert at 

Union Baptist Church @ 4:00 pm. 
Sun April 3 Letõs Make Chili for Bread & Broth 

11:15am-12:00pm Chili is best when made ahead. So 
letõs gather in PBBC kitchen to make our Chili! If we get 

done early, weõll play Bible Games! 
Wed April 6 Clean Sweep & Bread Knots @ PBBC 
3:00-5:00pm Letõs walk along the boardwalk near 
PBBC, picking up bits-o-trash as we go! Then come 

back, wash our hands & make yummy bread knots!?!?! 
Ask your folks if you can stay for Bread & Broth 5:30-

6:30?!?! 

Fri April 15 - Sun 24 S P R I N G  B R E AK - no 
school 18th-22nd! 

April 21 Maundy Thursday 
April 22  Good Friday & Service 

April 24  Easter Sunday & Service 
Thurs April 27 is 50 Questions at PBBC from 3-5pm 
Letõs get together to chat and do! Nibbles & sips served. 

KNOB will pick up from schools per usual. 
LOOKING WAAAAAY AHEAD!  Grades 6-9th!! 

Fri May 20th-Sat 21 St John the Divine Lets pile in 
KNOBõs car & drive to NYC for an overnight at the 

worlds largest Gothic Cathedral! 
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Celebrating with Peg Straubõs Grandson  
(and Hollyõs nephew!) 

Dante Pezzolesi -Eagle Scout Project  
 
 Volunteerism has become a graduation  
requisite for high school students in hundreds of 
school districts around the country. The Corporation 
for National and Community Service reports that  
service learning increases studentsõ attendance, 
grades, and community involvement, among other 
benefits.  
 Locally, every student attending Waterford High 
School has an obligation to complete 80 hours of 
Learning Through Service  hours during the course of 
their four academic years.  
 At the recommendation of his boy scout leader, 
Dante began volunteering at the New London  
Community Meal Center (NLCMC) to fulfill this citizen 
development requisite.  
 Shortly after he began donating his time  
Mondays after school, Dante discovered that the  
center was in need of a few facility improvements. It 
seemed like a natural fit for this Eagle Scout Project. 
He talked to the manager, Peta, and asked what he 
could give to make the center more functional or 
beneficial to the patrons.  
 They decided together to replace the four 
chrome shelving units installed in the walk in  
refrigerator, which would ensure they would continue 
to meet Health Code Inspections for cold food  
storage. Peta also asked that the center administrative 
office area be repainted so it would provide a  
professional environment for the volunteers to work 
and assemble a five tier white storage rack for  
organizing office supplies.  
 Dante organized a Pancake Breakfast fundraiser 
to finance the purchase of the building and cleaning  
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materials. This included shopping for the food,  
soliciting volunteers, securing a venue and selling 
tickets. On March 27th, Dante and his fellow scouts 
raised approximately $750 which covered all the  
expenses for the Eagle Project and the excess money 
was donated to the Waterford VFW for the use of their 
banquet hall and kitchen.  
 Dante has been in scouting since second grade, 
finished a two week high adventure excursion at  
Philmount Scout Ranch in New Mexico, was the Senior 
Patrol Leader for Troop 36 at Camp Webster during 
the summer of 2010 and has completed 21 Merit 
Badges requirement. The remaining hurdles are his 
Scout Master Conference and then his Eagle Project 
packet will be sent to a District Board of Review. Only 
4% of all boy scouts ever achieve the rank of Eagle. It 
is a very prestigious accomplishment that he will be 
able to carry and build upon for the rest of his  
lifetime. His grandmother, Peggy Straub, asked that 
our congregation keep Danteõs successful application 
in their prayers.  
 
If you would like to volunteer or donate, call the Meal 

Center at 860 -444 -7745.  
 

The New London Community Meal Center Inc.  
12 Montauk Avenue  

P.O. Box 945  
New London, CT 06320  

860 -444 -7745  
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Food Locker Donations 

For the Groton Food Locker 

The following items are needed for our food 

locker! 
 

 

CANNED FRUITS 

CANNED VEGETABLES 

PEANUT BUTTER 

JELLY 

CEREAL  

JUICE 

COFFEE 

TEA 

RAVIOLI 

BEEFARONI 

SPAGHETTIOS 

PASTA 

PASTA SAUCE 

CANNED SOUP 

CANNED BEEF STEW 

CANNED MEAT (CHIX, TUNA, HAM) 

DOG & CAT FOOD 

PERSONAL HYGIENE ITEMS 

DIAPERS 

HOUSEHOLD CLEANING SUPPLIES 
 

 

 

 
Items will be accepted anytime at the church throughout 

the month of April. 
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